
 Learn & Understand… 
 

•  In Western music there are approximately seven different minor scales - the Natural Minor Scale (or Aeolian Mode)  

is the most important  

•  Just like the Major Scale, the Natural Minor Scale has 7 different notes whose names follow the musical alphabet 

•  The 1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th notes of a Natural Minor Scale are identical to the 1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th notes of its   

  parallel Major Scale - the one difference à the 3rd note of a Natural Minor Scale is lowered by a half step 

•  The lowered 3rd note is referred to as a minor, or flatted, 3rd - both major & minor 3rds are named with the same letter  

•  Take note: Every minor scale has a minor, or flatted, 3rd 

•  To form a Minor Triad (harmony of 3 notes), play together the 1st, minor 3rd and 5th notes of the Natural Minor Scale 


