
Learn & Understand… 
 

•  The Major Scale is also called the Ionian Mode (mode = scale) - it’s a foundational scale which will help us learn other scales 

•  The Major Scale has 7 different notes (you already know the 1st and 5th)  

•  The note names in the Major Scale follow the order of the musical alphabet (no letter is ever skipped or doubled) 

•  Definitions:  Interval = Distance between two notes;   Half Step = Smallest interval;   Whole Step = Interval of two half steps 

•  You can figure out the 2nd, 3rd & 4th notes of the Major Scale by:  

(1) using your ear (this is really important!!) then,  

(2) verifying what you hear with this Interval Equation / Interval Pattern: 

   1st to 2nd note: whole step;    2nd to 3rd note: whole step;    3rd to 4th note: half step;    4th to 5th note: whole step 

•  To form a Major Triad (harmony of 3 notes), play together the 1st, 3rd and 5th notes of the Major Scale 


